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27th EMS General Assembly 

7 September 2025 

Ljubljana, Slovenia & online 

Minutes, 23 October 2025 

– adopted – 

 

Participants: (voting representatives underlined) 

Meda Andrei (SMR, Romania) - voting for Romanian EMS Member Societies 

Rasmus Benestad (NGF, Norway) – online  

Klemen Bergant (EUMETNET, Associate Member) 

Liz Bentley (EMS President) 

Dick Blaauboer (Chair CoM) 

Tanja Cegnar (SMD, Slovenia) 

R. Roberto Colucci (SMAA, Italy) – voting for Italian EMS Member Societies 

Carola Detring (EMS) - online 

Vesna Đuričić (HMD, Croatia) 

Madeleine Ekblom (GS, Finland) – online   

Aina Maimó Far (IMS, Ireland) – online  

Elody Fluck (EUMETSAT, Associate Member) 

Martina Junge (EMS) 

Sylvain Joffre (guest, member of SMG) 

Markus Lekalick (SMS Sweden) – online 

Mónika Lakatos (MMT, Hungary) 

Miloslav Müller (CMeS, Czech Republic)  

Miguel Potes (APMG, Portugal) 

Marc Prohom (SMC, Spain) 

Ernesto Rodriguez Camino (AME, Spain) – AME voting for Spanish EMS Member Societies 

Johannes Schmetz (JEMS Editor-in-Chief) 

Karl Gutbrod (meteoblue, Associate Member) 

Jörg Steinwagner (DMG, Germany) 

Jean-Noël Thépaut (Météo et Climat, France) 

Kristel Uiboupin (EEMtS, Estonia) 

Paulína Valová (SMS, Slovakia) – online 

Derek Swannick  (RMetS, UK) 

Julia Thomas (guest, member of Webinar group) 

Francesca Ventura (AIAM, Italy) – online 

Joanna Wibig (PTG – Met. Section, Poland) 

Dino Zardi (AISAM, Italy) 

 

31 participants, 17 voting representatives (five of these online) 

Chair of the Session: Liz Bentley, President 

Minutes: Martina Junge, Executive Secretary  

 

1. Opening of session 

The President as the presiding officer opened the 27th General Assembly and welcomed all 

participants, in-person and online. 

Tanja Cegnar, chairperson of the Slovenian Meteorological Society SMD - in the name of all the hosts of 

the upcoming EMS Annual Meeting 2025 - did heartily welcome all EMS Members and participants to 

Ljubljana and expressed their delight in hosting this conference in their country for the second time 

after 2006. The hosts arranged for a number of very interesting excursions and Tanja explained how 
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people can still sign-up for some of them; weather briefings will be available in the morning breaks 

throughout the week. 

 

The presence of 17 representatives of EMS Member Societies with voting rights was verified; the 

quorum is 10. The presiding officer declared that the quorum is fulfilled. Votes are given as (acceptance: 

rejection: abstention). 

 

2. Acceptance of the Agenda and declaration of AOB 

The Agenda was accepted as proposed (Annex A). 

No AOB points were announced. 

 

3. Declaration of conflict of interest 

All General Assembly attendees were asked whether any conflicts of interest existed with respect to 

any of the issues to be discussed and decided on this agenda. 

No conflict of interest was declared. 

 

4. Minutes of the 26th EMS General Assembly 

The minutes of the 26th session of the EMS General Assembly had been distributed in September 2024 

to all participants. Revisions and corrections received within 30 days were included in the final minutes. 

Following the Rules of Procedure, the minutes are thus held adopted. 

No further comments were made on the minutes. 

 

5. Report of the President on the activities of the Bureau and Annual Report 2024 of the 

Council 

paper: GA27_05_report-bureau 

The President reported on her activities and the activities of the Bureau and the Committees of Council 

since the last General Assembly which included attending meetings and engaging with other 

meteorological societies, chairing a webinar on EMS@25, meeting with collaborating organisations, 

chairing Bureau meetings and preparing the Council and General Assembly sessions in spring and  this 

August/September. 

The topics covered/decided in these meetings included:  

▪ MoUs between KMS and EMS, CMS and EMS, and possibly also with the Indian Met Society, 

including how MoUs are managed 

▪ Embedding Net Zero pledge in strategy 

▪ Associate Member fees: annual increase 

▪ IFMS elections and IFMS’s focus on development of the AfMS 

▪ Continuation of video production of Annual Meeting talks  

▪ Europhotometeo future concept 

 

The President emphasized that the EMS Annual Report 2024 that details activities of the EMS in the 

previous year has been prepared by Council and was published on the website in July 2025 as well as 

issued to all Member Societies and Associate Members as part of the documents for this General 

Assembly: https://www.emetsoc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/EMS-Annual-Report-2024.pdf.  

The Annual Report is part of this report to be approved by the General Assembly. The President 

thanked everyone who provided contributions to this report. 
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Liz Bentley also shortly updated the assembly about the work of the Strategy Monitoring Group, on 

behalf of Dominique Marbouty; at its meeting in June it focussed on SMG’s contribution to the 

Communication discussion at General Assembly 27 (see also paper GA27_11-2). 

 

New EMS Vice-President Dominique Marbouty had announced at Council Session 55 in spring 2025 that 

he will step down from representing Météo et Climat on the EMS Council, with the C55 being the last 

Session of his office; consequently, candidates for a new Vice-President were considered by the Bureau 

and the EMS Council. The President reported that the Council on 08 July 2025 had elected Jörg 

Steinwagner, DMG, as the new Vice-President of the EMS.  

The General Assembly did congratulate and welcome Jörg Steinwagner, as the new Vice-President. 

 

Next EMS President Liz Bentley also informed the GA that succession planning for the next EMS 

President (to come in September 2026), has started (Annex C). 

 

Update from CoM The Chair of the Committee on Meetings (CoM), Dick Blaauboer, shortly summarized 

the preparations for the EMS Annual Meeting 2025 in Ljubljana and updated the General Assembly on 

the venue search/decisions for future years: 2026, 2027 and 2028 

▪ EMS2025: the programme is on track, registration numbers look essentially as expected after the 

abstract submission; a new interesting ECS event will take place this week, with support from 

senior experts and scientists as mentors. 

▪ Zagreb venue: following a new proposal from the Croatian Met Society for a venue for the Annual 

Meeting, Dick had visited the venue just before coming to Ljubljana, and reported about his good 

impression of the venue, mentioning also a few issues that still need to be addressed in the 

further process. 

The General Assembly thanked Dick Blaauboer, the CoM members and all on PSC who contribute the 

development and the organisation of the annual meeting session programme; this also includes the 

almost 100 convenors who organise almost 50 scientific and professional session programmes. 

Update from JEMS  Johannes Schmetz, co-chair (Editor-in-Chief) of the JEMS Editorial Board, reported on 

the status of submissions, reminded everyone of the aim to make JEMS a high-quality journal, and 

reiterated the importance of submission of papers by the EMS Members/Community. 

The General Assembly thanked Johannes Schmetz, Gert-Jan Steeneveld and the entire editorial board 

for their commitment to get JEMS established and known in the community.  

 

6. Financial Report, including audit report 

papers: GA27_06_Financial-Report and GA27_06_AnnexII_audit-report-2024 

The Report of the Treasurer was provided to the EMS General Assembly, including the Audit Report on 

the financial accounts 2024, information on the status of the accounts by the end of May 2025 and the 

Budget for 2026 as approved by the EMS Council at its session in July.  

Specifically, the Treasurer drew attention to the following: 

▪ The accounts 2024 have been examined by the auditor appointed by the EMS General Assembly 

2024; the audit report testifies that the revenue-and-expenses statement complies with the legal 

requirements as well as additional rules fixed in the EMS Constitution; payments made by the 

Society are supported by invoices or other vouchers, related to the association's purpose. 

▪ Accounts 2025:  One major item of income is provided through the license fee from the EMS 

Annual Meeting; income from EMS2025 is not yet known at this stage, but the expected participant 

numbers are in the range as anticipated in the income-expenditure estimate, so the budgeted 

income is likely to be reached. The Treasurer stressed that it is important to have reserves, as 

experience in the COVID pandemic (when the meeting had to be cancelled, costs had been caused 

but no income created) had shown. 
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▪ Budget 2026: The General Assembly noted the budget items for the implementation of the Net 

Zero transition plan and for the transition from the Executive Secretary to successor(s). 

The President thanked Joanna Wibig, for her work in preparing and presenting the accounts and the 

budget, and keeping the EMS finances buoyant. 

 

7. Approval of the Report of the Bureau, including the Financial Report 

Having heard the report of the Bureau and the Financial Report, Mónika Lakatos, the representative of 

the MMT, Hungary, thanked the entire Bureau for their work to steer the EMS in these challenging 

times, and proposed to approve the Report. 

 

GA27.01 Approval of the Report of the Bureau, including the Financial Report (Entlastung): The 

General Assembly approved the Report of the Bureau, including the Financial report, for the 

period since August 2024 (Entlastung). (Votes: 17:0:0) 

 

8. Appointment of the Auditor for the accounts 2025 

paper: GA27_08_auditor 

The Council proposed to the EMS General Assembly that the Sozietät Dr. Broll Schmitt Kaufmann & 

Partner, Berlin, Germany is contracted to conduct also the audit of the EMS accounts of 2025. 

 

GA27.02 Auditor appointment: The General Assembly appointed the Sozietät Dr. Broll Schmitt 

Kaufmann & Partner, Berlin, Germany, to audit the EMS accounts of the year 2025. (Votes: 

17:0:0) 

 

9. Report of the EMS Secretariat 

paper: GA27_09_Report-secretariat 

The Executive Secretary reported on the main activities of the secretariat that included the coordination 

of all activities in preparation of the EMS Annual Meeting 2025, as well as support for the work of the 

EMS Bureau, the various EMS Committees, the Webinar series WG and the Programme and Science 

Committee (EMS2025). 

Additional activities included supporting the editorial board of JEMS, managing the ASR (conference 

proceedings) submission and review process, website statistics monitoring and general administrative 

and financial management of the Society. 

The President thanked all staff of the EMS Secretariat for their work and highlighted the vital role they 

play in supporting the activities of the EMS. 

 

10. Council Composition 

paper: GA27_10_council-composition 

The term of two rotating Members on the EMS Council will formally end after this session of the 

General Assembly: 

▪ PTG-Met. Section, Poland: Joanna Wibig 

▪ AME, Spain: Ernesto Rodriguez Camino 

As explained in document GA27_10, Joanna Wibig, representing PTG on the EMS Council, was elected 

EMS Treasurer from September 2024, for a three-year term. The constitution in this case details that “If 

the elected Treasurer is not a representative of one of the three permanent Members, the Council 

membership of the Treasurer shall be extended to cover the full period of office.” (para 5.3.6 

https://www.emetsoc.org/about-ems/purpose-objectives/). 
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Thus, the Council proposed to re-elect PTG-Met. Section, Poland, represented by Joanna Wibig, together 

with Associação Portuguesa de Meteorologia e Geofísica, Portugal (APMG) as representative Member 

on the EMS Council for another three-year term. 

 

The President thanked Ernesto Rodriguez Camino (AME, Spain) for his critical interventions and 

important contributions to the work of the Council during the last three years, in particular appreciated 

his initiative to start the Webinar series and lead the work of the group to a successful project.  
 

GA27.03 New Council members starting in 2025: This General Assembly decides to extend the term of 

PTG-Meteorological Section, Poland, represented by Joanna Wibig, for the term autumn 2025 – 

autumn 2028. 

This General Assembly elects the Associação Portuguesa de Meteorologia e Geofísica, Portugal 

(APMG) as representative Member on the EMS Council for the term autumn 2025 – autumn 

2028. The Council member will be Mário Jorge Modesto Gonzalez Pereira. 

(Votes: 17:0:0) 

Miguel Joaquim Fernandes Potes was nominated as Deputy representative of APMG. 

 

Permanent Members: Representatives of the Permanent Members of RMetS and DMG continue to 

represent their Societies. Dominique Marbouty represented Météo et Climat since 2020, and served as 

EMS Vice-President for the same period. He is now stepping down from the representation of Météo et 

Climat on the EMS Council; Jean-Noël Thépaut is now representing Météo et Climat. 

 

11. EMS Membership 

11.1. Report on changes in membership 

paper: GA27_11-01_Membership 

The General Assembly noted the cancellation of Membership of the Israel Meteorological Society and 

the Meteorological Society in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

From 7 September 2025, the membership status of the Sindikata Meteorologjike Aeronautike e 

Kosovës (SMAK/UMAK) 1 - the Union of Aviation Meteorologists of Kosovo1, is “dormant”; membership 

can be reinstalled without applying anew, in case the membership fees that are still due will be paid in 

arrears. 

 1 All references to Kosovo in this document should be understood to be in the context of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244 (1999) 

 

11.2. Communication 

Paper: GA27_11-02_Communication 

Objectives of this agenda Item 

A. Review list and prioritize the audiences and communities the EMS wishes to communicate with.  

B. Discuss and prioritize the EMS communications activities in alignment with its strategic plan.  

A. Audiences and communities 

The list of communities collated by the EMS Council was reviewed, and the following suggested to be 

added to the list: schools and general education (including teachers, children, kindergarden, schools 

etc); media; amateurs (though already part of the members partially); individual professionals; students 

and ECS; multiplicator organisations; private companies and sectors (covered in industry). 

It was clarified that the word “meteorology” refers to the wider field of weather and climate.  
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Five groups discussed assigning these as “primary”, “secondary” and “tertiary” audiences, as defined 

below:  

 

Primary audiences 

▪ meteorological society members: 5 out of 5 groups 

▪ policy and decision-maker: 2/5 

▪ international bodies: 2/5 

▪ climate services: 2/5 

▪ students/ECS: 2/5 

Given the time constraints, secondary and tertiary audiences were not discussed at this stage; the 

priority in any case was absolutely clear, that the main focus of EMS communication activities is to and 

between its Members. 

B. Identifying Key Priorities  

 The discussion about priorities resulted in the following: 

a) Main priority is communication about and during the Annual Meeting. 

b) The best tool to distribute information is via Email to the societies (leaders). 

c) Communication between the EMS membership and EMS needs to be a two-way process; EMS 

needs to know about the Members’ activities and share/shine a light on these with the community 

(podcasts; excursions; events): Strengthen the EMS community through these multiplier activities. 

d) Also consider: what can EMS do in addition that does not compete with Members’ activities. 

 

11.3. EMS Webinar Series 

paper: GA27_11-02_Communication 

Ernesto Rodriguez-Camino reported on the events organised over the last year, the difficulties and 

challenges (declining participation & views, challenges to find speakers and the sometimes slow 

responses, etc.), and laid out the option for the Assembly on whether and how to continue the webinar 

series (either terminating this activity, or continuing it for another year but with a complete redesign):  

The GA opted for continuation, and agreed to the approach proposed by the working group:  

co-organizing events with Members on a rotating basis, along with exploring of different target 

audiences and reducing the frequency of events (e.g., every two months). 
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Action 1: Eight Societies agreed at the assembly to contribute to the webinar series: 

▪ SMAA (Italy/Roberto) 

▪ Météo et Climat (France/Jean-Noël Thépaut) 

▪ GFS (Norway/Rasmus) 

▪ PTG (Portugal/Miguel) 

▪ ARMAE (Romania/Sorin) 

▪ ACAM (Spain/Marc) 

▪ IMS (Ireland/Aina) 

▪ RMetS (UK/Liz) 

▪ Additional specific proposal: webinar on JEMS to make it wider known. 

Additional suggestion at GA: 

▪ A survey revealed that approximately 10 societies are holding webinars, so a collaboration on any 

of these might be helpful for all the involved organisations to “Europeanise” their efforts and 

allow for a larger audience. 

 

The GA in 2026 will evaluate the new experiences again and decide on the future of the initiative. 

Additional information: after the GA a meeting of the webinar group took place, at which the roadmap 

for providing the platform and communication means was developed. 

 

11.4. Terminology project revisited 

paper: GA27_11-4_ _Report-terminology-project 

Miloslav Müller (CMeS, Czech Republic) reported on the status of terminologies in Spain, Hungary and 

the Czech Republic: the linking of a terminology had in fact so far only been done for Czech terms with 

English and German existing data bases, and some experience from this exercise was reported. For 

Hungary and Spain work is still going on for their terminology data bases, so a linking to create a 

multilingual meteorological dictionary (for which it is necessary to provide lists of terms with their 

English equivalents from individual countries) is still a long way down the road. 

 

Thus, it was agreed that at this stage the project on the EMS level is put dormant for the time being. 

However, the national progress is reported regularly to the General Assembly in the next two or three 

years – also with the hope that this could motivate others to start a similar effort. 

Once there is sufficient progress in a number of countries, the "merging" on EMS level, should be 

envisaged again.  

 

Additional information was provided during the session:  

▪ Croatia has a glossary with translations into English and German, though in printed form; AI may be 

used to support the translation into the digital format. 

▪ Estonia has a glossary as well. 

▪ Norway has a glossary that was developed for use in schools. 

 

Action 2: 

▪ ‘Report on development of national terminologies’ will be put on the GA agenda for 2026. 

▪ An Email from the secretariat will be sent in early summer 2026 to all Members to request update 

information on any terminology development in the various countries. 

The President and the GA thanked Miloslav Müller and all involved for their initiative and contributions 

so far. 
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12. Agenda Items for the General Assembly 28 in 2026 

No further topics (apart from the Webinar series and report on national terminologies) were suggested 

at this stage but Members are invited to contact the President or secretariat with suggestions should 

they arise. 

 

13. AOB 

No items were raised. 

 

14. Time and place General Assembly 28 

It is planned to hold the 28th EMS General Assembly as an in-person meeting (hybrid) on the weekend 

before the Annual Meeting 2026 in Utrecht, The Netherlands: Sunday, 06 September 2026. 

 

The meeting opened at 13:00 hours and closed at 15:30 hours. 

 

 

Annexes:  

Annex A: GA27 Agenda accepted 

Annex B: List of GA27 decisions and GA27 actions 

Annex C: EMS President succession planning 

 

 

 

Annex A: Accepted Agenda of the 26th EMS General Assembly 

1. Opening 

2. Acceptance of the Agenda, declaration of AOB 

3. Declaration of conflict of interest 

4. Minutes of the 26th EMS General Assembly 

5. Report of the President on the activities of the Bureau and Annual Report 2024 of the Council 

6. Financial Report, including audit report 

7. Approval of the Report of the Bureau, including the Financial Report 

8. Appointment of the Auditor for the accounts 2025 

9. Report of the EMS Secretariat 

10. Council Composition 

11. Membership 

11.1. Report on changes in membership 

11.2. Communication 

11.3. EMS Webinar series 

11.4. Terminology project revisited 

12. Agenda items for the General Assembly 28 in 2026 

13. AOB 

14. Time and place General Assembly 28: Sunday, 06 September 2026, Utrecht, The Netherlands 
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ANNEX B: List of decision and actions by the 27th EMS General Assembly 

 

GA27.01 Approval of the Report of the Bureau, including the Financial Report (Entlastung): The 

General Assembly approved the Report of the Bureau, including the Financial report, for the 

period since August 2024 (Entlastung). 

GA27.02 Auditor appointment: The General Assembly appointed the Sozietät Dr. Broll Schmitt 

Kaufmann & Partner, Berlin, Germany, to audit the EMS accounts of the year 2025. 

GA27.03 New Council members starting in 2025: This General Assembly decides to extend the term of 

PTG-Meteorological Section, Poland, represented by Joanna Wibig, for the term autumn 2025 – 

autumn 2028. 

This General Assembly elects the Associação Portuguesa de Meteorologia e Geofísica, Portugal 

(APMG) as representative Member on the EMS Council for the term autumn 2025 – autumn 

2028. The Council member will be Mário Jorge Modesto Gonzalez Pereira. 

 

Actions 

 

Action 1: Eight Societies agreed at the assembly to contribute to the webinar series: 

▪ SMAA (Italy/Roberto) 

▪ Météo et Climat (France/Jean-Noël Thépaut) 

▪ GFS (Norway/Rasmus) 

▪ PTG (Portugal/Miguel) 

▪ ARMAE (Romania/Sorin) 

▪ ACAM (Spain/Marc) 

▪ IMS (Ireland/Aina) 

▪ RMetS (UK/Liz) 

 

Action 2: 

▪ Report on development of national terminologies” will be put on the GA agenda for 2026. 

▪ An Email from the secretariat will be sent in early summer 2026 to all Members to request update 

information on any terminology development in the various countries. 

 

 

Annex C: EMS President succession planning 

The election process is as follows. 

▪ 7 September 2025: President informed the General Assembly about the timeline for electing a 

new EMS President. 

▪ By end of October 2025: President informs the Presidents of Member Societies about the 

process for electing a new President. 

▪ By 30 November 2025: Members of Council and others associated with the EMS submit 

suggestions for the next President to the Executive Secretary.  

▪ By 31 January 2026: Bureau reviews suggestions for President and prepares a nomination for 

Council.  

▪ Council Session 5&6 March 2026: Council considers the nomination from the Bureau and elects 

a new President by a simple majority of the Council. 


